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Minutes of the FCRP Executive Committee Meeting 
Saturday, December 4, 2021 

Residence of FCRP Chair Deborah Frank 
 

Committee members in attendance: 
 Deborah Frank – Chair 
 Pat Schmidt – Secretary & Warrenton Precinct 6 Chair 
 Kimberley Rutledge – Treasurer & Winchester Precinct 11 Chair 
 Ed Dykes – La Grange Precinct 01W Chair 
 James Gilliam – Fayetteville Precinct 4 Chair 
 William Bernsen –Plum Precinct 12 Chair 
 Nancy Applebe – Mullins Prairie Precinct 26 Chair 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Deborah Frank at 11:22 a.m. 
 
Invocation was given by Pat Schmidt. 
 
Pledges to the American flag and the Texas flag were led by Deborah Frank, Chair. 
 
Welcoming all in attendance including eleven guests, Deborah Frank extended her appreciation to the 
Executive Committee members in attendance establishing a quorum for the business to be conducted. 
 
At this time Deborah introduced two candidates who have filed for the 2022 Republican Primary.                          
Mr. Fred Roberts has filed for State House Representative for the newly formed District 85.  District 85 now 
includes Wharton, Fayette, Austin, Waller and a very small portion of Fort Bend counties.  Mr. Roberts is new 
to the political arena but is most anxious to work for and support the conservative values of House District 85. 
 
Mr. William Bernsen, currently our Precinct 12 Chair, has filed for the position of County Judge in Fayette 
County.  He has been very active in our FCRP for many years, and an election judge.  His campaign will be 
focused on “Liberty for all” in many aspects.   
 
Business: 
 

a. The minutes of the October 27, 2021 Executive Committee Meeting were previously sent by email. 
These minutes were approved by a voice vote.  At this point the Chair spoke on how pleased she was 
with that meeting and shared who the speakers were and what they shared with those present. 

 
b.  Treasurer Kimberley Rutledge presented her report.  Currently in our FCRP General Operating Account 

there is a balance of $9,579.34.  In the FCRP Primary Account there is $7,710.  This account is used for 
candidate filing fees and much of it goes to the State for their election expenses. 

 
c. Pat Schmidt’s resignation as FCRP Secretary was accepted by voice vote requested by Chair. 
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d.  At this time Deborah was most pleased to welcome back to the Executive Committee Linda Stall, a 
long time supporter and worker with the FCRP.  Linda has accepted the position of Secretary, and this 
acceptance was unanimously voted in favor by the Committee.  Linda spoke briefly to those present of 
her looking forward once again to working with Deborah and the remainder of the Committee.  
 

e. It was announced that David Barr has extended his resignation as Vice Chairman.  This resignation was 
accepted by a voice vote. 
 

f. Deborah excitedly introduced Zack Ezer to those present.  The Chair has been familiarizing  him with 
the workings of the county parties and asked the Committee to elect Zack as the new Vice Chair. 
Pat Schmidt moved and William Bernsen seconded the nomination of Zack Ezer as FCRP Vice Chair.  A 

voice vote was unanimous.  At this time Zack spoke briefly introducing his wife, Shannon, and talked 

about their children and his interest in their lives, such as what the public school classroom curriculum 

contained.  He has concerns and wants to foster the Republican values for his family and his 

community.  Zack closed with a quote from President Ronald Reagan on “freedom,” and voiced that he 

was “glad to be on board” with us. 

 

g.  Deborah Frank explained about the results of the redistricted Commissioner Precincts’ boundaries 

and the affect on current precinct chairs.  The Chair has been working with Terri Hefner, Fayette 

County Elections Administrator, for quite some time to reduce the number of voting precincts from 26 

to 12.  The Democratic Chair was also supportive of this change.  The following organization of the 

precincts has been approved by Fayette County Commissioner’s Court, and Terri Hefner is in the 

process of making the required notices to the electorate.  

 

Commissioner Precinct 1  

101N La Grange – No change except for giving up small areas to Precinct 2 and Precinct 3 due to 

changes in Commissioner Precinct lines – Precinct Chair James Little II 

110 Warda – Now includes 111 Winchester – Precinct Chair to be determined.  Kimberley Rutledge has 

currently filed for Precinct Chair. 

112 Plum – 113 West Point was previously redistricted in May of 2021 to be included with 112 Plum. 

Current Precinct Chair – William Bernsen 

 

Commissioner Precinct 2 

201E La Grange – Now includes 202 Rutersville – Precinct Chair Rita Dernehl 

204 Fayetteville – Now includes 203 Ellinger, 205 Willow Springs (previously redistricted in May of 

2021 to 204 Fayetteville) – Precinct Chair to be determined 

207 Round Top –Now includes 206 Warrenton, 208 Carmine, and 209 Nechanitz – Precinct Chair David 

Barr 

 

Commissioner Precinct 3 

301W La Grange – Now includes 320 Hostyn – Precinct Chair Zack Ezer 

315 Cistern – Now includes 314 Muldoon – Precinct Chair open 

316 Flatonia – Now includes 317 Praha – Precinct Chair open 



Commissioner Precinct 4 

422 Ammannsville – Now includes 421 Swiss Alp and 424 Dubina – Precinct Chair open 

423 Holman – Now includes 426 Mullins Prairie – Precinct Chair Nancy Applebe 

425 Schulenburg – No change  - Precinct Chair VJ Willis 

 

h.  Motion was made and seconded with a unanimous vote to elect Zack Ezer the Precinct Chair for   

301W La Grange.  Current precinct chair vacancies are 315 Cistern, 316 Flatonia, and 422 Ammansville. 

 

i. Precinct Chair reports on New Mover list contacts was not favorable. 

 

j. March 1, 2022 Primary Elections will be joint with Fayette County Democratic Party per our Elections 

Administrator, Terri Hefner.  The “joint work” only entails one check-in table manned by both Parties.  

Then the voter will go to the area for his/her party to vote with separate ballots, separate ballot boxes, 

and separate paperwork for the poll workers. 

 

k. Candidate forums – The FCRP will have at least two contested races in the March 1, 2022 Primary 

Elections.  So far, we have three candidates who have filed for County Judge:  Lori Berger, William 

Bernsen and Craig Moreau.   We also have a contested race for Justice of the Peace in Precinct 2 with 

Jamie Moreau, Brad Neville, and Victor Weishuhn filing at this time.   The EC meeting agreed to try and 

host our candidate forums on Saturdays, late afternoon/early evening.  Several places were discussed 

for location of the forums.  The Chair announced she has asked David Stall to be moderator.  A 

Candidate Forum Committee was formed with Nancy Applebe, Arnold Romberg, Linda Stall, Zack Ezer 

and Deborah Frank as members.  At this time there was also information presented by Linda and David 

Stall about the things involved with live radio coverage and the complications they experienced in the 

past.  Recording the forums and then releasing our recordings to the radio stations was discussed. 

 

l. Other Business – The absence of a functioning FCRP website was brought to the attention of the 

members by Kimberley Rutledge with information that her husband had learned regarding other 

county Republican Party websites.  Deborah Frank explained the problem: the RPT’s website was 

hacked a few months ago and is being rebuilt with no estimated completion date to get the County 

sites back up. After a brief discussion, it was unofficially decided to talk to the person who set up the 

FCRW’s website for an estimate of costs and timeframe. Arnold Romberg offered to garner some 

money for this website need. 

 

Kimberley Rutledge moved that the meeting be adjourned, and James Gilliam seconded.  Motion carried and 

County Chair Deborah Frank adjourned this meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Patricia Schmidt, Secretary 


